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Supreme Court extends suspension on jury trials in criminal and civil cases

SANTA FE - The state Supreme Court has extended a suspension on jury trials in criminal and
civil cases until May 29 because of the continuing public health threat from COVID-19.

The Court previously had ordered a suspension of new criminal and civil jury trials until April
30.

“The Court believes it is prudent to continue the suspension of jury trials to help protect public
health and control the spread of COVID-19,” said Chief Justice Judith K. Nakamura.

The Court’s order continues other precautionary measures previously implemented to limit the
number of people who need to visit courthouses and to provide public health safeguards for
litigants, attorneys, court employees and judges. These measures include requiring judges to
conduct audio and video teleconferencing for non-jury civil and criminal proceedings, except
when an emergency requires in-person appearances.
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